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1. What are the actual benefits of being 
in the City limits? 

There are several benefits that residents, property owners, and business owners will receive with 
annexation. Some of the services the City provides includes: 

• Fire protection and emergency medical services; 

• Police service, including animal control; 

• Option to hook-up to sewer and water utilities; 

• Removal of the 50% utility surcharge for property owners already on City utilities; 

• Street maintenance and improvements; 

• Parks, recreational facilities, and recreation programs; 

• Urban land use planning and development regulations; 

• Urban building regulations and inspection; 

• City Council representation; 

• Library system and educational programs; 

• Historic and art museum exhibits; 

• Neighborhood representation; 

• Government and educational community television programming. 

2. What is the assessed value of the 
proposed annexation area? 

The proposed annexation area is approximately 718 acres in size and has an assessed tax valuation of 
about $270,600,657. 

3. Will the annexation trigger the 60% 
threshold identified in RCW35.02 and 
the 1997 interlocal agreement that 
would require the City of Bellingham 
to provide fire protection to all of Fire 
District 8? 

If the annexation is approved, the City would have annexed approximately 67% of Fire District 8 (the 
District) territory since the 1997 agreement.  Back in 2013, the City entered into an agreement with the 
District to provide administrative services for their territory. Then in 2016, the City and the District entered 
into an interlocal agreement that resulted in the merging of the operations of both the District and the City 
of Bellingham Fire Department. These agreements are intended to satisfy the requirements of RCW 35.02 
and the 1997 interlocal agreement, to ensure that fire and emergency medical services are provided 
throughout both the City and the District’s service area. 

4. How will annexation effect the safety 
of the area? Sidewalk, Police, 
streetlights? 

With annexation, the City will provide urban levels of service to the area, which includes 24-hour fire and 
police protection.  It is estimated that seven to ten additional police officers will be needed to serve and 
patrol the area. With these emergency services, it is expected that public safety and response times into 
the area would improve. Also see question 1 & 3 above.  Depending on the type of development or land 
division proposed, new infrastructure improvement may be required by the Bellingham Municipal Code 
(BMC). Generally, improvements consist of curb, gutter, sidewalks, stormwater facilities, street lighting, 
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and other pedestrian improvements.  If the area is annexed, the City will be responsible for the 
maintenance of existing public facilities and other public services. 

5. Stormwater impact fee? 
 

Upon annexation, property owners will be subject to stormwater fees, which are based on the amount of 
impervious surface on the property. 2019 Stormwater fee rates are classified into three footprint 
categories: 

• small less than 1,000 sq. ft. at $13.57; 

• medium 1,001-2,999 sq. ft. at $22.60; and 

• and greater than 3,000 sq. ft. at $0.00753 per sq. ft. of impervious area. 
 

Impervious surface area is any hard surface that either prevents or slows the entry of water into the soil.  

6. Short plats? Upon annexation, property owners that can meet the adopted zoning requirements may have the 
opportunity to subdivide their property and option to hook up to City water and sewer utilities.  Land 
division in the City is regulated under Title 23 of the BMC.  https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/23 

7. Timeline for infrastructure 
improvements? 
 

As part of the annexation review process, the City will evaluate the area for needed capital improvements 
as well as review Whatcom County’s current capital improvement plan and transportation improvement 
plan. Potential projects identified will then be considered as part of the City’s capital improvement 
program and transportation improvement plan if the area is annexed. Please note as new development 
occurs, private development will be responsible to construct new public infrastructure improvements, such 
as streets, sidewalks, and utilities to serve their development as required by Title 13 and 15 of the BMC.  
https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/13 and  https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/15 

8. Why is the City looking at annexing the 
Alderwood area? 

The Alderwood area has been in Bellingham’s urban growth area since 1997 and was originally in 
Bellingham’s Urban Service Area in the mid-1980s. The area is already characterized by urban growth and 
development and both the City and County comprehensive plans contain policies that encourage urbanized 
areas to annex. (Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, Policy LU-54 and Whatcom County Countywide Planning 
Policies, F 3.)  The City is pursuing annexation of the area in order to build a stronger community and help 
improve the quality of life for residents and business owners in the area with the full range of urban 
services. Cities are intended to be the primary providers of urban services in urban areas. Also see question 
1 & 14. 

9. What is cost break down for 
businesses? 

Please see Attachment 1 for estimated business cost break down. 

https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/23
https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/13
https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/15
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10. With annexation will Air B & B and in-
home businesses be regulated? 

Yes, if the Alderwood area is annexed, an Air B & B and home businesses would be regulated by the 
Bellingham Municipal Code.  

An Air B & B is classified as a short-term rental and would be subject to BMC 20.10.037 Short-term rentals 
https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/20.10.037 and a home business will be subject to BMC 20.10.045 
Home Occupations https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/20.10.045.  Note: Uses legally established by 
the County prior to annexation will be allowed to continue, however all businesses will be required to 
obtain a City of Bellingham business license. Previously approved uses may be subject to the City’s 
nonconforming regulations in BMC 20.14 https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/20.14.010. 

11. Clarify water and sewer hookup fees? 
 

New water and sewer hook-up fees will depend on meter size. Please see Public Works 2019 fee schedule 
Attachment 2. 

12. What changes will occur relating to 
fire protection. Are additional fire 
hydrants needed? 

As described in question 3 above, the Bellingham Fire Department and Fire District 8 currently provide fire 
and emergency medical services in the proposed annexation area. Currently, water service in the 
Alderwood area is provided by the City of Bellingham and Whatcom County Water District 2 (WCWD 2). 
Based on the City’s initial analysis, both the City and WCWD2 water mains have sufficient fire flow capacity 
to serve existing developed properties in the area.  As new development occurs , existing water mains may 
need to be upsized and additional hydrants may be needed to serve those areas in order to meet City 
development standards and fire flow requirements. Generally, the developer would be responsible to 
construct these water main/hydrant improvements to serve their development.  In some cases, WCWD 2 
may transfers portions of their existing water systems to the City and in that case the City would evaluate 
that system for any needed capital improvements. 

13. How will the City provide annexation 
information to those property owners 
that are not on-line? 

Property owners that are not on-line may request annexation information be mailed to their residence. 

14. Please clarify the UGA and role in 
annexation? 

Urban growth areas (UGAs) are areas designated by the County that are intended for urban growth and 
eventual annexation to a city. Generally, these areas are already characterized by urban development or 
are adjacent to urban areas. In consultation with the City, the County establishes the urban growth area for 
the City and only those properties within these areas may be considered for annexation per state law. 
Primarily, UGAs are intended to help provide the necessary land to help accommodate the projected 
population growth of a city and to help control urban sprawl into county rural/resource lands. The 
estimated future development capacity for the Alderwood area is approximately 250 new housing units 
accommodating an estimated 525 residents. 

https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/20.10.037
https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/20.10.045
https://bellingham.municipal.codes/BMC/20.14.010
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15. If increased cost is applied to rental 
properties, why won’t the increase be 
added to the rent? 

Any rent increase is at the discretion of the property owner. 

16. Rentals are those least able to afford 
tax increases. 

Generally, property taxes decrease slightly with annexation.  With annexation certain Whatcom County 
taxes will be removed, such as: County Road, Fire District, and Library District tax.  Also see question 15 and 
Attachment 1. 

17. How many rentals vs. owner residents 
are in the Alderwood neighborhood? 

There are approximately 1,169 housing units accommodating an estimated 2,336 residents in the proposed 
annexation area. Owner or renter tenure status is based on available information from the Whatcom 
County Assessor Office where owner-occupancy is assumed when the title-owner and site addresses 
match.  Using this criteria, there are an estimated 404 owner-occupied and 765 renter-occupied housing 
units, or 35% owner-occupancy and 65% renter-occupancy. The breakout of housing types by tenure is 280 
single-family, 87 condo, and 37 manufactured homes that are estimated to be owner-occupied; and 597 
apartment, 52 duplex, 102 single-family, and 14 manufactured home units that are estimated to be renter-
occupied. 

18. If the City is occurring debt with the 
annexation, won’t it be passed on to 
all the residents of the City including 
Alderwood? 
 

Yes, if the City incurs debt the obligation is shared by the entire City as a whole. The City’s budget is funded 
by general tax, fee revenues, special revenue funds/bonds, and capital project funds. Additionally, as part 
of the annexation process, the City Council will determine if the annexation area is responsible for any 
bonded indebtedness as a condition of annexation (such as: debt that has been approved by voters 
through an election; however, there is not any identified debt at this time).  Note property owners in the 
Alderwood area may still be responsible for certain outstanding approved levies or bonds that apply to the 
area until that debt is retired. 

19. Can the Public Works Department 
provide more information on needed 
infrastructure improvements for the 
Alderwood area? 

As part of the annexation review process, the City will do a preliminary analysis of the area to determine 
needed capital infrastructure improvements for the area. Potential improvements will be addressed in the 
annexation report prepared for the area and future projects would be considered as part of the City’s 
capital improvement program and transportation improvement plan if the area is annexed. 

20. How is the annexation financially 
beneficial to the City?  

City revenues collected help cover the cost of providing City services within the proposed annexation area 
and throughout the City. Currently, the County is providing a rural level of service in an area that contains 
existing levels of urban development.  

 








