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BELLINGHAM RESIDENTIAL PERMIT TRENDS 

One cri�cal element in housing affordability is the supply of new housing units.  This infor-

ma�on sheet summarizes trends in new residen�al permits since 2004.  Mul�family pro-

duc�on primarily affects the rental market — both vacancy rates and rents — but this cat-

egory also includes some for-sale units such as townhouses and condos.  This sheet also 

illustrates permit trends for detached single family units, and smaller units such as acces-

sory dwelling units.  It is important to monitor these trends to assess whether produc�on 

levels will start to modulate high local housing costs. 

Key measures: 

• In 2016, 532 total new housing units were permi*ed. Although there were 203 fewer

units than in 2015, the total number of units remained substan�ally higher than the lev-

els seen in the 2008-2012 period.

• In 2016, 194 single family permits were issued.  Single family permits have increased

since their low in 2009 and are currently at  2007  levels.

• Duplex units and accessory units together made up 5% of new units in 2016.

Residential Unit Trends 

• The total number of residen-
tial units permitted in Belling-
ham dropped by 203 be-
tween 2015 and 2016.

• Total unit production remains
substantially higher than seen
during the recent real estate
recession.
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Notes.  This report was developed from data found at http://www.cob.org/services/permits/pages/activity.aspx. A small number of 

units are categorized as “miscellaneous” in the data but are not included in this report.  Also, for a few years some small data categories such 

as “conversions” recorded negative units: when a building was remodeled or repurposed it resulted in the net loss of some units from the unit 

count.  These (small) unit losses are not reflected in this report.  Note also that while multifamily units are mostly rentals, the category may in-

clude developments such as townhouse clusters with for-sale units.  Mixed-use units are residential units in buildings that have ground floor 

commercial space.  Lastly, this is a report on permits, not completed units.  A small percentage of permits may not result in completed units.   



Single Family Permits 

• In 2016, 194 single family 
permits were issued, an in-
crease of 68 over the prior 
year. 

• Single family unit production 
has increased steadily from a 
low of 57 in 2009.  Current 
levels match those seen just  
prior to the last recession. 

Multifamily Permits 

• Multifamily permits, which in-
clude mixed-use units, dropped 
from levels seen in the prior two 
years, although permits remain 
higher than during the recession. 

• In this chart, duplexes and ac-
cessory dwelling units are count-
ed in the multifamily category. 

Composition of Units 

• Units in multifamily-only projects 
made up about 44% of all 
units.  Units in mixed-use build-
ings contributed another 15%. 

• Single family houses were 
36.5% of all permitted units. 

• New duplex units and Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs) together 
were about 5% of all units. 


