








The Disconnect: Although City Council agreed, and approved the docketing of the Plan’
Amendment, planning staff has not moved forward to work on the Plan Update

43.  “The Good - The Bad - The Ugly” A Walking Tour of Fairhaven’s

Stormwater Systems, presented by the Fairhaven Neighbors Environment Committee, June
13,2008.

A number of City Council Members took the walking tour to gain a better understanding
of the stormwater problems in Fairhaven. Jim Johannessen toured with the Committee and

Council Members, pointing out the special problems and needs of Padden Creek and its Estuary.

SECTION 2.  DAYLIGHTING THE PADDEN CREEK TUNNEL

( 10.) City of Bellingham Wildlife and Habitat Assessment, an inventory of
existing conditions and background information, December 1995, Prepared by Ann Eissinger,

Nahkeeta Northwest, prepared for City of Bellingham Department of Planning and Community
Development.

“Padden Creek: The total length of the creek is significant, from Lake Padden west to
Bellingham Bay. The eastern segment of the creek is a particularly significant wildlife corridor
and gorge habitat area of potential species richness and diversity with extensive contiguous upland
mature forest and little disturbance. The western portion, although altered, remains a valuable
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riparian corridor and aquatic habitat feature where it remains exposed. Protection is afforded to
segments through parks and greenways. Enhanced riparian habitat protection is needed.
Water quality improvement is imperative. Future restoration of culverted sections is also
advised. This re-opening of the stream course or recreating a new course would improve the
stream for all wildlife Attributes include a major urban stream, aquatic and riparian habitat,
sections of multilayered forest habitat abundant and diverse bird occurrence, valuable raptor

habitat, some resident and anadromous fish, on-going salmon enhancement projects, major
corridor function.”

The Disconnect: Fifteen years later no culverted sections of Padden Creek have been restored,
including the 2200" “culvert”.

44. Resolution 45-98, A Resolution supporting the daylighting of Padden Creek from the
22" Street intake to Fairhaven Park.

WHEREAS, since 1898, 2,200 feet of Padden Creek has been diverted into an
underground storm sewer, and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham, in response to the proposal by the community group

Padden Creek Alliance, expressed its willingness to re-establish Padden Creek as surface stream;
and

WHEREAS, the daylighting of Padden Creek would restore a natural waterway, creating a

ribbon of green with trees and benches in an urban area, providing additional habitat for fish and
birds, and a community amenity, and

WHEREAS, the City will contribute the majority of funds necessary for the purpose of
developing a Comprehensive Feasibility Study, as well as staff time and support though the
Department of Parks and Recreation, the Engineering Department, and the Planning Department.

WHEREAS, the Padden Creek Alliance, neighborhood, community, and environmental

organizations have invested many hours and days in bringing the project to its present state of
development, and

WHEREAS, the daylighting of Padden Creek will need additional financial assistance in
order to succeed:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BELLINGHAM, as follows:

15 The City of Bellingham supports the efforts of the Padden Creek Alliance to
daylight Padden Creek, because of its contribution to water quality

improvement and fish and wildlife enhancement and its value as a community
amenity. ‘



