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Centuries old, Madrid has developed from its inner core 

(A, B, C)  outward, centering on the Plaza Mayor (D).  The 

central city features a mixed residential, commercial and 

institutional fabric, narrow streets (E) and hundreds of 

vehicles small enough to adapt to the tight urban spaces 

(F).  In the past 100 years, the city has extended in all 

directions.  Suburbs, such as Ciudad Lineal, have created a unique 

urban form.  Suburban Madrid is developed to residential intensities 

similar to the central city, with four or five-story apartment buildings 

reaching to the city edge (G).  The suburbs are very dense and are 

served by public transit (H), urban parks (I) and a series of lively 

streets (J, K).  Madrid retains a high level of 

density all the way out to the very discrete 

edge of town.
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Budapest, originally the two cities of Buda and Pest, is the capital of Hungary.

The city core and periphery are transforming to adjust to the relatively recently 

embraced free-market economy.  Infill development, mostly in the form of 

market-rate housing and street-level commerce, is adapting to the community’s historic 

fabric (L, M, N) and taking advantage of the city’s subways and trams (O).  Satellite TV 

dishes attached to 100-year-old buildings testify to the adoption of new 

technology in the core’s older areas (P).  The town of Obuda, along the 

northern rail line, is now a Budapest suburb.  Communist-era housing tower 

blocks dominate the community and erode the district’s historic 

character (Q).  Despite the tower blocks’ presence, museums (R), 

open-air markets (S) and public squares (T) provide and sustain a 

community atmosphere.
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