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VOICES BEHIND THE NEWS

Student finds strong

feelings about growth

LEARNING CONCERNS: Mark Hamilton is an Urban Planning and
Environmental Policy student through Huxley College at Western
Washington University. He's interning at the Bellingham Growth
Forum drop-in center, 120 E. Holly St., where he hears a lot of
public concerns. PETE KENDALL

Aubrey Cohen, The Bellingham Herald

As intern planner for the Bellingham Growth Forum, Western

Washington University student Mark Hamilton is seeing what happens

when civic planning gets out of the classroom.

The forum - sponsored by Bellingham, Whatcom County and the

Whatcom Transportation Authority - is an effort to involve residents

in deciding how to accommodate the 31,600 people projected to

move to Bellingham and its growth area between 2002 and 2022.

 
today's



 Hamilton, 27, is majoring in urban planning and environmental

policy. With the growth forum, he staffs a drop-in center, helps with

meeting logistics and discussion of growth options, and has asked

people around the city to prioritize issues like traffic congestion,

affordable housing and economic development.

The drop-in center, at 120 E. Holly St., is open from noon to 6 p.m.,

Monday, Wednesday and Friday through the end of the month, when

consultant Studio Cascade presents its recommendations and

Hamilton's internship ends.

What's the attendance been like at the center?

"On average probably 10 people a day. ... When we first opened we

had quite a bit more traffic. ... Through the middle of the summer

there still were many people coming in, but not to the same volume.

The last two weeks there's been an increased volume again."

What is the most important thing you've learned from this

process?

"Taking classes at Huxley you don't learn how contentious some of

the issues are. ... You don't quite know what you're getting into until

you get out there and actually start experiencing it."

What else?

"People really have as good an idea of what they want to have their

community look like as professionals. ... There's kind of an untapped

wealth of knowledge and caring in the community."

Has there been anything particularly surprising about your

work on this?

"I would say the only surprising thing is there is a sense of distrust

between a lot of people I talk to and the city, or toward the city's

intents or motivations. ... I get the impression that some people

think they're in bed with the developers and the development

community, and they're not looking out for the little guy."

What are people worried about?

"I think a lot of people see bad examples of growth and see bad

examples of multi-family (housing) and then they see this process

and intuitively they think we're going to be getting more of those. ...

When people come in and they can see what the actual proposals

are and what these might look like they are not as fearful."

Reach Aubrey Cohen at aubrey.cohen@bellinghamherald.com or 715-

2289.

<< story index | top

  

 
• Show is fun
for fungi
fanciers

• Classes train
future computer
game designers

• Briefs

• Inside
Whatcom
County schools

• BRIEFLY

• School
calendar

• Whatcom
County almanac

eTechnology

• Retailers predict

flat-panel  holiday

• Device won't get

lost in translation

• How to check for

XP update

 home news entertainment shopping classifieds real  estate cars jobs herald services

Copyright  © 2002, The Bellingham Herald. 1155 N. State. St., Bellingham, WA 98225, Phone (360) 676-2600.



Use of this site signifies your agreement  to the Terms of Service (updated 12/20/2002).



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


