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The Street Division will enforce compliance

with the vegetation ordinance by notifying

the property owners when vegetation is found

to be obstructing legal sight distance (see

back) or the traveled way portion of any

street, alley or sidewalk.  All trees or

shrubbery must be maintained to a minimum

height of 15 feet over a street and 8 feet over

a sidewalk (full width).

No person sha l l  p lant  t rees or  shrubs in

improved r ight-of-ways wi thout  f i r s t

obtaining a  s t reet  t ree permi t .

No person sha l l  per form major  prun ing or

remove t rees in  p lant ing s t r ips ,  improved

r ight-of-ways ,  or  other  publ ic  p laces .  No

person shall author ize any person to t r im,

prune or  remove t rees in  publ ic  p laces ,

wi thout  f i r s t obtaining a s t reet  t ree

pe rm i t .

The City of Bellingham Public

Works Department is responsible

for ensuring vegetation does not

obstruct legal sight distance or encroach

upon streets and sidewalks.

Who’s RWho’s RWho’s RWho’s RWho’s Responsibleesponsibleesponsibleesponsibleesponsible
for What?for What?for What?for What?for What? The Street Division will, when notified,

remove any vegetation obstructing the free

flow of water through the storm drainage

system.

DRAINAGEDRAINAGEDRAINAGEDRAINAGEDRAINAGE

The C i ty  wi l l  ma inta in  roads ide

vegetat ion by mowing in  the fo l lowing

areas :

4Four  (4)  feet  beh ind the back edge of

a curb when there i s  no s idewalk .

4Four  (4)  feet  beyond the edge of  the

paved roadway.

4Dra inage d i tches and s lopes of  those

d i tches .

MOWINGMOWINGMOWINGMOWINGMOWING

SPRSPRSPRSPRSPRAYINGAYINGAYINGAYINGAYING
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The C i ty  wi l l  spray any grass  in  s idewalk

cracks ,  curbs and gut ters  and up to 18”

of f  the edge of  the establ i shed roadway.

Any chemicals applied to control vegetation

will be applied by licensed persons.

T REESTREESTREESTREESTREES
The abut t ing property  ower sha l l

ma inta in  s t reet  t rees and other

vegetat ion located on p lant ing s t r ips

adjacent  to s t reets  except those t rees

l i s ted in  the C i ty  ma intenance

respons ib i l i ty  l i s t .   For  a  deta i led l i s t  of

t rees under  C i ty respons ib i l i ty,  p lease

contact  the Publ ic  Works  depar tment  a t

676-6850.

CLEAN GREENCLEAN GREENCLEAN GREENCLEAN GREENCLEAN GREEN     PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM
The Be l l ingham Clean Green Trans fer

Sta t ion accepts  res ident ia l  yard waste

f rom Whatcom County res idents . The cost for

this service is $2 per load and the station is

open 8:30 -  4:00 Saturdays and Sundays

only,  March through November.  Located on

the corner of Woburn and Lakeway in Bellingham.


