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Green Bellingham:
Achieving Infill, Enhancing

Character

May 7, 2008
Session Il — Neighborhood Infill and LID
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Agenda for Today

Bellingham’s Comprehensive Plan Goals
Current housing trends
Stormwater and Low Impact Development

Explore and evaluate criteria for 6 forms of
Neighborhood Infill housing types

Evaluation and conclusion
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Comp Plan goals and policies
for residential development

Preserve/Enhance Neighborhood Character
Housing affordability

Increase housing diversity

Livability

Environmental and fiscal sustainability

Reduce single-occupancy vehicle trips from
87% to 75% In 2022
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Preserving and Enhancing
Neighborhood Character

ousing design
Housing density
Streetscape design

Public and private
open space

Landscaping
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Housing Affordability

Ensuring there is adequate
supply of:
Residentially zoned land

Housing on the market to
minimize price spikes

Ensuring there are adequate Sterling Meadows, Bellingham
regulations:

For alternative housing that Is
more affordable to build.

That specifically target the
construction of affordable
housing.
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Increase Housing Diversity

mprove opportunities for home ownership by
oroviding a mix of housing types for various
nousehold sizes, ages, incomes, lifestyles and
mobilities.
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Livability
Place - An environment that fosters a sense of

community and social interaction

Adeqguate Public Faclilities (parks, open space,
trails, sidewalks, bike lanes, schools,etc.)

Jobs and services.

Access
Safety
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Environmental & Fiscal
Sustainability

More efficient use, installation and
maintenance of public services and
Infrastructure.

Minimize impacts to the environment
and foster stewardship

Use less to do more, and do it in a more
attractive and responsible manner.
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Current Housing Trends In

Units
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Source: Whatcom County Real Estate Research Report
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Bellingham Single and Multifamily
Housing Inventory:

In 1990 the housing inventory ration was 62%
single family and 38% multi family.

By 2000 the ratio was 56% single family and 44%
multi family.

In 2005 the ratio was 53% single family and 47%
multi family.

Source: Whatcom County Real Estate Research Report
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Average Cost of Building Lots in Bellingham and
Urban Fringe Area, 1980 - 2006
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Source: Whatcom County Real Estate'Research Report
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New Residential Units Constructed Per Year
1985-2006

New Residential Units Constructed Per Year
in Bellingham 1985 - 2006
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Percent of Housing Owned vs. Housing
Rented, 1980-2006
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Source: US Census Bureau — Decennial Census reports & 2006 American Community Survey
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Average Household Size

Following national trends, the average
household size in Bellingham declined from
2.271n 1990 to 2.24 in 2000 and to 2.09 in

2006

One third of all households In
Bellingham are one person living alone.

: US Census Bureau — Decennial Census re ports-& 2006 American Community Survey
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Projected Population Growth
& Housing Demand

PROJECTED POPULATION - 2022
Bellingham + UGA growth = 31,600 new
residents

PROJECTED HOUSING DEMAND
20-year population growth will require 14,800
new residential units in Bellingham and the UGA
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City Council 2009 Goals

Goal 2. Continue to alter local
transportation habits by further reducing
automobile trips (from 87% to 75%) before
2022 by shifting the citizenry’s and
government’s use to alternative modes.

Goal 5: Implement the Comprehensive
Plan’s strategies on urban villages and
infill.
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What to expect from this series:

May 7t — Neighborhood Infill

May 215t — Urban Village and Transitional Area
Infill

May 22"d — Open House, 11:30-1:30

May 28" — Summarize Findings, Tools and Next
Steps

May 30" — Open House, 11:30 — 1:30

Staff to analyze and create proposed code
amendments

Staff to recommendations to Planning
Commission this Fall
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Goals for today

Discuss the location and design criteria for
each housing form — these are what we
think should be in place to work

Rank the criteria based on how well they
address the Issues and opportunities
identified in Session |

Goal Is to achieve an understanding as to
what the community most values
regarding these criteria
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