
 
 
 
EXERCISE 
 
Rank what you think are the 3 most important GMA Planning Goals from the 
list below.   
 
Then choose the goal you think is the least important. 
 
Place your votes on the corresponding wall posters using the colored and 
numbered dots as follows: 
 
3 points (yellow dot) = highest ranking 
2 points (green dot) =  second highest 
1 point (red dot) = third highest  
 
Blue = The least important 
 
 
RCW 36.70A.020  Planning goals.  

URBAN GROWTH. Encourage development in urban areas where adequate public facilities and 
services exist or can be provided in an efficient manner. 

REDUCE SPRAWL. Reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, 
low-density development. 

TRANSPORTATION. Encourage efficient multimodal transportation systems that are based on 
regional priorities and coordinated with county and city comprehensive plans. 

HOUSING. Encourage the availability of affordable housing to all economic segments of the 
population of this state, promote a variety of residential densities and housing types, and 
encourage preservation of existing housing stock. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. Encourage economic development throughout the state that is 
consistent with adopted comprehensive plans, promote economic opportunity for all citizens of 
this state, especially for unemployed and for disadvantaged persons, promote the retention and 
expansion of existing businesses and recruitment of new businesses, recognize regional 
differences impacting economic development opportunities, and encourage growth in areas 
experiencing insufficient economic growth, all within the capacities of the state's natural 
resources, public services, and public facilities. 



 
PROPERTY RIGHTS. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just 
compensation having been made. The property rights of landowners shall be protected from 
arbitrary and discriminatory actions. 

PERMITS. Applications for both state and local government permits should be processed in a 
timely and fair manner to ensure predictability. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCE INDUSTRIES. Maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries, 
including productive timber, agricultural, and fisheries industries. Encourage the conservation of 
productive forest lands and productive agricultural lands, and discourage incompatible uses. 
 
OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION. Retain open space, enhance recreational opportunities, 
conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural resource lands and water, and 
develop parks and recreation facilities. 
 
ENVIRONMENT. Protect the environment and enhance the state's high quality of life, including 
air and water quality, and the availability of water. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND COORDINATION. Encourage the involvement of citizens in 
the planning process and ensure coordination between communities and jurisdictions to reconcile 
conflicts. 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES. Ensure that those public facilities and services 
necessary to support development shall be adequate to serve the development at the time the 
development is available for occupancy and use without decreasing current service levels below 
locally established minimum standards. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION. Identify and encourage the preservation of lands, sites, and 
structures, that have historical or archaeological significance.  

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT.  Manage and protect the shorelines of the state as described in 
the goals and policies of the Shoreline Management Act contained in RCW 90.58.020 as follows:   
 

RCW 90.58.020 
Legislative findings -- State policy enunciated -- Use preference.  

The legislature finds that the shorelines of the state are among the most valuable and 
fragile of its natural resources and that there is great concern throughout the state relating 
to their utilization, protection, restoration, and preservation. In addition it finds that ever 
increasing pressures of additional uses are being placed on the shorelines necessitating 
increased coordination in the management and development of the shorelines of the state. 
The legislature further finds that much of the shorelines of the state and the uplands 
adjacent thereto are in private ownership; that unrestricted construction on the privately 
owned or publicly owned shorelines of the state is not in the best public interest; and 



therefore, coordinated planning is necessary in order to protect the public interest 
associated with the shorelines of the state while, at the same time, recognizing and 
protecting private property rights consistent with the public interest. There is, therefor, a 
clear and urgent demand for a planned, rational, and concerted effort, jointly performed 
by federal, state, and local governments, to prevent the inherent harm in an uncoordinated 
and piecemeal development of the state's shorelines. 
 
     It is the policy of the state to provide for the management of the shorelines of the state 
by planning for and fostering all reasonable and appropriate uses. This policy is designed 
to insure the development of these shorelines in a manner which, while allowing for 
limited reduction of rights of the public in the navigable waters, will promote and 
enhance the public interest. This policy contemplates protecting against adverse effects to 
the public health, the land and its vegetation and wildlife, and the waters of the state and 
their aquatic life, while protecting generally public rights of navigation and corollary 
rights incidental thereto. 
 
     The legislature declares that the interest of all of the people shall be paramount in the 
management of shorelines of statewide significance. The department, in adopting 
guidelines for shorelines of statewide significance, and local government, in developing 
master programs for shorelines of statewide significance, shall give preference to uses in 
the following order of preference which: 
 
     (1) Recognize and protect the statewide interest over local interest; 
 
     (2) Preserve the natural character of the shoreline; 
 
     (3) Result in long term over short term benefit; 
 
     (4) Protect the resources and ecology of the shoreline; 
 
     (5) Increase public access to publicly owned areas of the shorelines; 
 
     (6) Increase recreational opportunities for the public in the shoreline; 
 
     (7) Provide for any other element as defined in RCW 90.58.100 deemed appropriate or 
necessary. 
 
     In the implementation of this policy the public's opportunity to enjoy the physical and 
aesthetic qualities of natural shorelines of the state shall be preserved to the greatest 
extent feasible consistent with the overall best interest of the state and the people 
generally. To this end uses shall be preferred which are consistent with control of 
pollution and prevention of damage to the natural environment, or are unique to or 
dependent upon use of the state's shoreline. Alterations of the natural condition of the 
shorelines of the state, in those limited instances when authorized, shall be given priority 
for single family residences and their appurtenant structures, ports, shoreline recreational 
uses including but not limited to parks, marinas, piers, and other improvements 

http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW%20%2090%20%20TITLE/RCW%20%2090%20.%2058%20%20CHAPTER/RCW%20%2090%20.%2058%20.100.htm


facilitating public access to shorelines of the state, industrial and commercial 
developments which are particularly dependent on their location on or use of the 
shorelines of the state and other development that will provide an opportunity for 
substantial numbers of the people to enjoy the shorelines of the state. Alterations of the 
natural condition of the shorelines and shorelands of the state shall be recognized by the 
department. Shorelines and shorelands of the state shall be appropriately classified and 
these classifications shall be revised when circumstances warrant regardless of whether 
the change in circumstances occurs through man-made causes or natural causes. Any 
areas resulting from alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines and shorelands 
of the state no longer meeting the definition of "shorelines of the state" shall not be 
subject to the provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW. 
 
     Permitted uses in the shorelines of the state shall be designed and conducted in a 
manner to minimize, insofar as practical, any resultant damage to the ecology and 
environment of the shoreline area and any interference with the public's use of the water. 
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