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HOUSING CONDITIONS SURVEY 
Criteria and Rating Used in Survey 

 
1. EXCELLENT-SOUND - Well maintained, without visible deterioration or 

observable failings beyond 1-2 minor cosmetic defects. 
 
2. GOOD-BASICALLY SOUND – Home shows easily correctable wear that is 

within the range of ordinary maintenance (example: roof will not need partial 
repair or replacement for at least 3-4 years, painting or minor repairs needed). 

 
3. NEEDING MAINTENANCE/REPAIR – House is basically sound but has 

defects, reflecting deferred maintenance. (Example: paint exhibits widespread 
peeling, roof needs replacement, some minor window and porch problems 
evident). 

 
4. DETERIORATED – Home shows major defects that compromise safety or 

weather fitness of the structure. Structure requires replacement of materials 
and/or repair well beyond ordinary maintenance. Multiple or major integrity 
problems evident. (Example: roof replacement and another major component, 
such as foundation needs repair or siding needs partial replacement).  

 
5. DILAPIDATED – Structure does not provide safe and adequate shelter. 

Several critical and major deficiencies are evident, particularly structural 
components. (Example: major components are failing such as clear signs of 
roof sag, major foundation cracking, porch failure, etc.) The building has 
deteriorated to point that substantial rehabilitation may not be financially 
feasible. 

 
Items to cover on house only (garage and other improvements not included 
unless attached): 
 

Roof (including evidence of major moss build-up or patching evident) 
Siding 
Exterior paint 
Chimney 
Gutters/downspouts 
Window frames/doors 
Porch and balcony 
Foundation damage (or house tilted) 
Fire damage 
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