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If you are proposing more than one activity, save this file as many times as needed with successive page numbers.  For example:  "OH-CITY-Columbus-
Project Activity page 1.pdf," "OH-CITY-Columbus-Project Activity page 2.pdf," and continue as needed. 


	Text1: City of Bellingham
	Text14: One of the primary strategies in the City's Climate Action Plan for reducing the community's carbon output is to reduce total automobile trips.  One key method of accomplishing this goal is reflected in the eligible activities of the EECBG program:  Implement zoning guidelines or requirements that promote energy efficient development.

The City will utilize the EECBG funds to adopt urban village plan(s) during the funding period.  Urban villages are compact developments that provide opportunities for living, working, and recreation in close proximity in a high-density housing environment.  These areas should be served by mass transit, ample sidewalks, bike lanes and trail connections to other parts of the city to encourages travel by foot, bicycle or bus instead of by automobile.  This type of development promotes more efficient use of land that is already serviced by existing infrastructure, reducing the need for additional services outside of the City limits and protecting forested and agricultural land.  Development of these urban villages is the primary Comprehensive Plan strategy for managing anticipated population growth within the City of Bellingham.

LEED-ND criteria (drafted by the U.S. Green Building Council) will be used to measure whether the proposed urban village(s) achieve the intended energy efficiency and sustainability goals.  The LEED-ND rating system includes categories such as “Smart Location and Linkage”, “Neighborhood Pattern and Design”, and “Green Construction and Technology" and desirable measurements for elements such as street grid density, pedestrian connectivity, units per acre, proximity to schools and transit stops, use of low-impact development techniques, etc.  Utilizing this criteria will ensure that the urban villages are created as envisioned for maximum transportation and land use efficiency.

A reduction in GHG emissions resulting from this activity is estimated at approximately half a metric ton (.53 metric tons of GHG) per person residing in each urban village.  This is based on 21.4 daily vehicle miles traveled per person in the City of Bellingham (and surrounding UGA), with an average of 20 miles per gallon, and an assumption of 20% reduction in trips for urban village development.  (Conversion from gallons of gas to GHG emissions was provided by the EPA).  Projections on number of people who will reside in an urban village cannot be undertaken until the public process and planning activities are underway.

Milestones for adoption of urban village plan(s) will be as follows:

1)  Projects defined by the 1st Quarter of 2010 (One location already defined)
2)  Public process completed by the 1st Quarter of 2011
3)  Legislative process and adoption of master plans and implementing regulations by the 4th Quarter of 2011.

City staff will work with numerous stakeholders, including the Whatcom Transportation Authority, which has committed to leverage EECBG dollars by contributing their staff time towards the transit service aspect of these projects.
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