








  

 
SEHOME HILL ARBORETUM TRAILS 
 
TRAIL DESCRIPTION   
Moderately steep, unpaved, gravel and dirt trails through wooded 
terrain.  Paved paths with slight grade at the summit. Observation tower 
north of the parking lot on the summit with views of Bellingham and 
beyond.  General trail map located at the upper parking lot. 
 
TRAILHEADS 
Parking at the top of the hill inside the park. Take 25th St. north from Bill 
McDonald Parkway, drive up the hill until you reach the parking lot. 
Several pedestrian access points:   

• North: From the end of Jersey St. and E. Myrtle St.   
• West:  From the W.W.U. campus  
• South: From the northern end of 25th St.  
• East:  From Allen Avenue and 32nd St. 

 
MILEAGE 

• 6.0 miles of trails  
 
Sehome Arboretum was established in 1893. Facilities include trails, 
parking and interpretive displays.  Sehome Arboretum is a backdrop to 
Western Washington University. A walking tour of the university’s 
outdoor sculpture collection is a recommended addition to any walk in 
the Arboretum. 
 
 





  

SOUTH BAY TRAIL AND BOULEVARD PARK 
 
TRAIL DESCRIPTION   
Gently graded, gravel path with scenic views of Bellingham Bay and the 
San Juan Islands.  Trail follows 10th street from Taylor Dock to Douglas 
Ave. 
 
TRAILHEADS 
Parking at Boulevard Park and on S. State St.  North access at Railroad 
Ave. and Maple St. South access at 10th  St. and Mill Ave.   
 
MILEAGE 

• 0.4 mile - Maple St. to Wharf St. 
• 1.4 miles - Wharf St. to Pattle Point in Boulevard Park. 
• 0.5 mile - Pattle Point to Fairhaven Village Green at Mill Ave. 

 
 
Boulevard Park is a community park established in 1980. Located on 
Bellingham Bay, this park is a favorite for sunset viewing.  Facilities 
include trails, parking, restrooms, playground, picnic tables, barbecues, 
interpretive displays, beaches, and dock. 
 
Taylor Dock is a historic structure once used to support waterfront 
industry.  It was reopened for public use in 2004. 
 
Fairhaven Village Green was established in 2003. Facilities include 
restrooms, seating, a stage, pergola shelters and drinking fountains. 
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WHATCOM CREEK TRAIL (WEST) 
 
TRAIL DESCRIPTION   
Easy paved and gravel trails. From Maritime Heritage Park, find trails to 
falls on either side of Whatcom Creek. Trails continue on both sides of 
the creek to Grand Ave., then follows one side or the other to the 
Railroad Ave. bridge across the creek.   At the bridge, the trail forks left 
to Ohio St. and right to Railroad Ave. For an on-street route to Whatcom 
Falls Park: Turn right on Ellis St., then left on Kansas St., cross State St. 
to Meador Avenue. From Meador Ave., turn left onto Fraser St. until you 
cross Woburn St. for trail access into Whatcom Falls Park. 
 
 
TRAILHEADS 
Parking lot off C Street at Maritime Heritage Park. Many access points 
from downtown streets. 
 
MILEAGE 

• See map 
 
 
Maritime Heritage Park is a community park established in 1978. 
Facilities include parking, restrooms, playground, the Environmental 
Learning Center, an amphitheater, a fish hatchery, picnic tables, 
barbecues, trails and interpretive displays. Whatcom Creek provides 
seasonal interest with large salmon runs and waterfalls. 
 
 
 





  

WHATCOM FALLS PARK TRAILS and WHATCOM CREEK TRAIL 
(EAST) 
 
TRAIL DESCRIPTION   
Rolling, gravel trails along the creek with some steep grades and stairs.   
 
TRAILHEADS 
See map for parking.  
Several walk-in Park entrances:  

• Woburn St. at Yew St./Iowa St. 
• Woburn St. at Fraser St. 
• Electric Ave. at Kansas Ave. 
• Electric Ave. at Flynn St. 
• Iowa Dr. at Erie St. 

 
MILEAGE 

• See map 
 
 

Whatcom Falls Park is a community park established in 1908. Facilities 
include two picnic shelters, playgrounds, multi-purpose fields, a 
basketball court, tennis courts, barbecues, picnic tables, restrooms, 
trails, interpretive displays, a fish hatchery and parking. Whatcom Creek 
Gorge provides dramatic waterfall views and sounds. The stone bridge 
is an excellent waterfall viewing spot.  Educational signage about local 
fish is located at the Fish Hatchery. 

 
A brochure detailing Whatcom Falls Park history and points of interest is 
available at the Cornwall Park office. 
 
Bloedel Donovan Park is a community park established in 1946. 
Facilities include a community building, a pavilion, a preschool, 
playground, a swimming area and beach, parking, restrooms, trails, a 
basketball court, sand volleyball courts, multi-purpose field, a boat 
launch, picnic tables and barbecues. Located on impressive Lake 
Whatcom, it is a favorite beach hang-out in the summer.







  

OTHER TRAILS 
 
SUNSET POND 
 
TRAIL DESCRIPTION   
Gravel trail north of pond provides water access.  Dirt trail on south side 
of pond, connects to trail easement on stairs at Sunset Pond Apts. which 
leads to Orleans St. 
 
TRAILHEAD 
Access and parking off James St. Rd.  
 
MILEAGE 

• North trail: 0.2 mile one-way  
• South trail: 0.3 mile one-way to gate at the apartments 

 
 
Sunset Pond Park: Facilities include parking and trails. Fishing is 
allowed. See fishing regulations. 
 
 
WHATCOM COUNTY PARK TRAILS 
 
Call Whatcom County Parks and Recreation 360.733.2900 for trail 
brochures and information about more trails that are just outside the 
Bellingham city limits. You can also view this information online: 
 
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/parks 
 
BIKE TRAILS MAP 
 
You may also be interested in a City bike trails map: 
 
http://www.cob.org/documents/gis/maps/COB_Bikemap.pdf 
 
 

http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/parks
http://www.cob.org/documents/gis/maps/COB_Bikemap.pdf


City of Bellingham 
Animal Related Regulations 
 
The purpose of this information is to acquaint you 
with the City Laws and Policies relating to having 
animals within City of Bellingham Park facilities. 
(Bellingham Municipal Code 8.04.070) 
 
GENERAL REGULATIONS 
All dogs in City Parks must be under control by 
means of being ON LEASH AT ALL TIMES (the 
owner or handler must be in possession of one 
leash per dog at all times) unless in an area 
designated for dog exercise and training. 
 
The owner or handler of any dog is to REMOVE 
FECAL MATTER deposited by their animal on 
public property or public easement before the 
owner leaves the immediate area where the fecal 
matter was deposited. 
 
The owner or handler of any dog must have in 
their possession the equipment necessary to 
remove their dog’s fecal matter when 
accompanied by said dog on public property or 
public easement. 
 
CERTIFIED SERVICE DOGS ARE EXEMPT 
FROM THIS POLICY 
Service Dogs are defined as those dogs that have 
been professionally trained and certified as 
Service Animals. 
 
OFF-LEASH DOG EXERCISE AND 
TRAINING AREAS 
All dog owners/handlers are still responsible for 
having voice or sound control of their animal in 
designated exercise areas.  When possible 
conflict exists within use of off-leash areas 
(particularly trails), by other people or dogs, then 
the owners/handlers must control their dog by 
leash if necessary. 
 
The owner or handler must respect all natural 
areas by staying on trails to minimize damage and 
preventing dogs from flushing, chasing or 
otherwise disturbing wildlife. 
 
The owner or handler must also restrict dogs in 
heat from off-leash areas, as well as dogs who 
exhibit aggressive behavior. 
 
The City has designated, by City Policy PAR 
3.01.20 the following Park areas where dogs can 
be off leash for exercise and training as signed. 
 
Fenced Off-Leash areas: The owner or handler 
must follow specific regulations within fenced off-
leash areas as posted at each site. 
 
Arroyo Park:  All Trails 
 
 

 
Lake Padden Park:  The fenced off-leash area 
near the ballfields in the southeastern part of the 
Park.  Trails as designated at the east end of the 
Park between the fenced off-leash area and 
Galbraith entry on E. Samish.  A dog water 
exercise area near the ballfields area (east side of 
lake) is signed for dog training/exercise.  Dogs are 
restricted to entering Lake Padden only in this 
area. 
 
Sunset Pond:  All trails plus the water are 
designated for water exercise and training area. 
 
Sehome Hill Arboretum:  All secondary trails.  
Dogs must be on leashes on all paved trails plus 
the Jersey Street and Arboretum Walkway which 
are the two trails at the bottom of the Arboretum 
abutting the University campus. 
 
Bloedel Donovan Park:  6 a.m. to 10 a.m. year 
round.  If wet weather results in turf damage, off 
leash dogs will only be allowed south of the 
parking lot, at the discretion of the Director of the 
Parks & Recreation Department. 
 
Whatcom Falls Park:  The Waterline Trail (south 
of Whatcom Creek) west of the Water Treatment 
Plant to Bayview Cemetery and the trail from the 
Waterline Trail south to Lakeway. 
 
Little Squalicum Park:  All Trails.  (Note – Little 
Squalicum Creek may contain hazardous 
chemicals which may be harmful to animals.  Also, 
the Little Squalicum Beach area is NOT owned or 
regulated by the Bellingham Parks and Recreation 
Department.) 
 
Post Point Treatment Area:  The field and  trails 
adjacent to the treatment facility are open for dog 
training and exercise.  City park regulations apply 
to this area. 
 
ANIMAL RESTRICTED AREAS 
Due to heavy use by the public plus safety and 
health concerns, as well as sensitivity to art and 
gardens, there are several park areas where dogs 
and domestic animals are not allowed. 
 
A.  Playgrounds 
 
B.  Spray Parks 
 
C.  Athletic Fields including but not limited to: 

• Civic & Joe Martin Fields 
• Frank Geri & Downer Fields 
• Squalicum Creek Park Ballfield 
• Battersby Field 

 
D.  Tennis Courts 
 
E.  Big Rock Garden Park 
 



ON LEASH AREAS 
All areas not posted require dogs to be on a leash 
as part of City Park Code and Citywide Leash 
Law. 
 
HORSES IN CITY PARKS 
Horses are only allowed on paved roads open to 
motor vehicles OR designated bridle trails in the 
following parks: 
 

• Arroyo Park.  All Trails. 
• Cornwall Park.  Wooded area between 

ballfield & pedestrian trail. 
• Lake Padden Park.  Bridle trails on 

wooded side of park above pedestrian 
trail. 

• Little Squalicum Park.  Trail from 
Bellingham Technical College to Bay. 

• Whatcom Falls Park.  Trails across the 
bridge, north of Whatcom Creek. 

 
The owner or handler is responsible for cleaning 
up waste deposits left on park property and they 
are required to have in their possession the 
equipment necessary to remove the fecal matter 
when accompanied by their horse on public 
property or public easement. 
 
NO HUNTING 
No person shall hunt, catch or injure any wild 
animal or bird on park property. 
 
VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS IS 
PUNISHABLE BY FINE 
Any violation of a provision of the regulation is a 
misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not to 
exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). 
 
ENFORCEMENT 
For enforcement of Dog Off-Leash Areas, contact 
The Whatcom Humane Society:  (360) 733-2028. 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PICK UP 
YOUR DOG’S WASTE! 
 
IT’S THE LAW AND IT’S FOR YOUR 
SAFETY TOO! 
 
When animal waste is left to decompose, the 
pathogens it contains can end up in our lakes 
and streams. 
 
In large numbers, pathogens in untreated 
drinking water and recreational waters can 
present a health risk. 
 
11,000 pounds of waste is produced by all 
the dogs in Whatcom County in one day! 
 
5 ounces of dog waste can contain 
3,408,000,000 fecal coliform bacteria. 
 
Fecal coliform is the name for a group of 
bacteria found in waste from humans and 
animals.  When this indicator bacteria is 
found in water samples, there may be 
disease-causing pathogens present as well. 

PROTECT BELLINGHAM’S 
OUTSTANDING GREENWAYS! 
 
• Please stay on trails 
• Volunteer for the City’s Parks Volunteer 

Program – find schedules at the Park 
Admin Office or visit 
http://www.cob.org/government/public/ 
volunteer/parks/index.aspx 

• Report illegal activities in the parks such 
as tree cutting or dumping 

http://www.cob.org/parks/volunteer/index.htm


    

    
    

� All Trail Users: 
o Be aware and respectful of other trail users. 
o Represent your sport/activity well to the community. 
o Keep trails clean. 
o Stay on trails; do not create informal paths into sensitive areas. 
o Use crosswalks with caution. 

 
� Yield: 

o Bicyclists yield to pedestrians and horses.  
o Pedestrians yield to horses (clearly alert horseback riders when approaching from behind). 

 
� Walkers: 

o Stay to the right of an imaginary line down the center of a trail. 
o Allow room for other trail users passing, do not go three or more abreast on trail. 
o Move to the right when a passing trail user shouts “Passing on your left”.  If walking your 

pet, pull him close to allow safe passing. 
 

� Runners: 
o Alert trail users when passing from behind. 

 
� Bikers: 

o Alert trail users by voice (“passing on the left”) and/or bell before passing from behind. 
o Travel at a speed that respects the safety of others. 

 
� IPOD/headphone/cell phone users: 

o Adjust volume to hear alerts from passing trail users. 
 

� Dog Owners: 
o Dogs should be under control in off-leash areas. 
o Dogs should be on-leash and under control in on-leash areas. 

 
 
 

SAY HELLO TO YOUR FELLOW TRAIL USERS    SAY HELLO TO YOUR FELLOW TRAIL USERS    SAY HELLO TO YOUR FELLOW TRAIL USERS    SAY HELLO TO YOUR FELLOW TRAIL USERS        
 

S H A R E  T HS H A R E  T HS H A R E  T HS H A R E  T H E  T R A I L S  E  T R A I L S  E  T R A I L S  E  T R A I L S     
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