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CITY OF BELLINGHAM PARKS AND RECREATION DESIGN STANDARDS FOR PARK AND TRAIL 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
DESIGN STANDARDS FOR: BNSF RAILWAY COORDINATION     
 
 

1. The following shall be added to specifications for projects that involve work in, on, or near 
the BNSF rail line:  

 
After contract award, the Contractor will be required to sign an acknowledgement of and 
agreement to comply with standard contract provisions required by BNSF when 
performing work within the railroad right-of-way. The contract will include standard 
provisions for railroad notification procedures, insurance requirements, safety 
requirements, and contact information in case of an emergency. A sample contract is 
included in the Appendix section of the project specifications.  
 
Portions of this project require work on and near the Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
(BNSF) tracks and right-of-way. The contractor shall schedule and conduct all work 
activities so as not to interfere with the movement of any trains nor create any hazard to 
BNSF’s property, employees, and/or operations. When entering the right-of-way, the 
contractor shall abide by all rules and regulations of the BNSF relative to entering their 
right-of-way. At a minimum, the contractor shall have one person that has received 
BNSF safety training and is authorized by BNSF to enter their right-of-way. The 
contractor shall notify BNSF in writing at least 30 days before commencing work in the 
BNSF right-of-way.  
 
The contractor shall be aware that work in the proximity of the railway tracks is 
potentially hazardous where movement of trains and equipment can occur at any time 
and in any direction. The contractor shall develop and submit a safety plan that they will 
use to protect their employees, subcontractors, agents, or invitees from moving trains.  

 
2. Include the attached sample agreement in the project specifications.  
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END OF SECTION 


