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—Who we are

—What we do

—How we do it
—What we have done




Who We Are

Eleven members appointed by the mayor and confirmed by
City Council

Citizens of the United States

Electors of the City of Bellingham
Residents of Washington State for 3 years
Residents of Bellingham for 2 years

Community minded citizens who are active in civic matters
and supportive of the intent and objectives of the Greenway
Levies

The committee strives for balance and diversity in
composition, including diversity among geographic areas of
the City.




Jack Weiss, Jack Kimmes, Eric Hirst, Tom Chisholm, Laurel Cook, Liz
Hageman, Stan Snapp, Janie Pemble, Steve Walker, Edie Norton, Dan
Remsen, Kenni Merritt ,John Blethen

What We Do

» The overriding goal is to ensure the continued
improvement of the quality of life for all citizens of the
City of Bellingham by enhancing opportunities in the City
Parks and Greenways systems.

* To provide citizen advice to the City Council and Parks
and Recreation Department on implementing the intent
and objectives of the Greenway Levies in a manner that
bestj addresses current opportunities, conditions and
needs.

» To consider the needs for parks, trails and open space of
all citizens and Greenways system users within all
geographic areas of the City and its adjacent Urban
Growth Area.




How we do it

Input from staff

Input from the Public

Site inspection

Training Sessions and retreats

Cooperation and Conversation with other
City Departments and Leaders

Input from Staff

Land Acquisition Specialist — Matt Burke




Input from the Public

2 Public Input Meetings

Attendance at Mayor’s Neighborhood
Advisory Committee Meeting

Public Comment Tracker on Website

Publish of GAC agenda and Public
Comment at Meetings

A typical walk bushwhacking through
blackberry bushes and nettles.




Tim Wahl often accompanies GAC
on walks.

Walks are often done in Executive Session
so that GAC can consider properties for
possible acquisition




GAC Members walk on the only existing trail in
North Bellingham

Training sessions and Retreats

 November new member training session
* March All Member Retreat




Outstanding, diverse or unusual
environmental attributes:

Are there wildlife corridors or other
habitat/species protection issues?

Are there diverse
geographical/geological/hydrological features?
Are there cultural features?

Does this property contribute to the Cityscape
backdrop (the aesthetic attribute of tree line or
other features in the City’s surrounding
skyscape)?

Financial implications:

Is property available at or below projected appraised
value?

If property is significantly above value, do overriding
circumstances substantiate a presentation to Council for
an exception?

Is property within the levy line item budget and does not
jeopardize other targeted future acquisitions within that
line item?

Are there creative trade or development opportunities?
Are there grant, donation or match opportunities

Is this property a good choice for some other funding
source, such as Park Impact Fees or Real Estate Excise
Tax (REET)?




Opportunity:

Is this a current willing seller and if not, when?

If the seller is not yet willing, what barriers need to be
overcome?

Is eminent domain necessary for critical acquisitions and
under what public justification?

Is this a critical property threatened by development or
other factors that would make it a lost opportunity?

What are potential regulatory set-asides?
Are there potential low-cost access easements?

What is the vision of the property’s natural and
infrastructure improvements and the benefit to the
community in the long-term (50-100 years)?

Recreational value:

Within the definitions of the Parks,
Recreation, and Open Space (PRO) Plan;

Does property contribute to trail corridors?

Does property contribute to resource
conservancy?

Does property contribute to park and
recreational opportunity?




System connection as a
Greenway element:

Is this new anchor property identified in the PRO Plan*?

Is this part of a new or established corridor in the PRO
Plan*?

Does this property augment planned anchors or
corridors to create identified active use areas or buffers
for recreational or open space needs?

Does property size and configuration support program
goals and objectives?
For properties located outside of the UGA, does the

property augment the City’s Greenway program goals
and objectives?

Strategy:

Does the property reflect levy campaign specific
and general objectives?

What other acquisition or ongoing costs will the
purchase require or encourage in the future?

What other public properties does the
acquisition support?

What other purchases might be given up or
precluded by a purchase?

Does the property have a long-term strategic
role?
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Balancing Level of Service:

— Does the property help meet Level of Service
(LOS) deficiencies in geographic areas or in
the type of use as determined in the PRO
Plan*?

— How do we attempt to better equalize
geographic and use imbalances and when
does this happen?

Negative attributes and hazards.

* Does the property have qualities such as
critical areas that inhibit or prohibit our
desired use of the property, toxics,
development barriers, community opinion,
site improvement work prior to use (eg.
moving or demo a house), etc.
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Cooperation with other City
Departments and Leaders

Whatcom Creek Trail at Racine
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Whatcom Creek Trail
At Racine Street

Bridge over Whatcom Creek to Racine
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Whatcom Creek Trall
Racine to Meador

Whatcom Creek Trail Racine to Fraser
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Whatcom Creek Trail Toward Civic Field

Squalicum Creek Park
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Squalicum Creek Park

Coast Millennium Trail Interurban Segment
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Joe Martin Concessions and Restroom

Endowment Projects 2006-2007

» $8,000 for Americorps Positions

« $15,000 South Bay Trail between Taylor
Dock and Boulevard Park

« $6,000 purchase of plants
« $3,000 Woodstock Farm

» $17,787 Extra Labor .25 Trail Maintenance
Park Worker
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Upcoming Acquisitions

» 3 Greenway parcels on Samish Hill
Link at Heron Pond
3.5 acre parcel close to Padden
34 acre tract

* 65 acres and 2.5 miles of trail at
Squalicum Creek

10 acres at in the Cordata Area

The End
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