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Recreational Burning Requirements within the City Limits of Bellingham: 

a. A fire may not be ignited, and must be extinguished, if an air pollution episode, impaired air quality 
condition, or fire danger burn ban that applies to the burning, is declared for the area.
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b. The fire must not include prohibited materials, yard debris, construction/demolition debris or any 

substance other than seasoned firewood and charcoal. 
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c. The fire must not include materials hauled from another property.
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d. If any emission from the fire is detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of any person, if it causes 

damage to property or business, or if it causes a nuisance, the fire must be extinguished 
immediately.

1,2
 

 
e. A person capable of extinguishing the fire must attend it at all times and the fire must be extinguished 

before leaving it.
1,2,3

 
 
f. No fires are to be within twenty-five (25) feet of structures or combustible materials.
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g. Conditions which could cause a fire to spread within twenty-five (25) feet of a structure shall be 

eliminated prior to ignition.
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h. Permission from a landowner, or owner’s designated representative, must be obtained before starting 

an outdoor fire.
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i. Any fire must not have a total fuel area greater than three feet in diameter and/or two feet in height. 
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j. Only one fire at a time may be burned, and each fire must be extinguished before lighting another. 
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k. A minimum of one 4-A portable fire extinguisher or other approved on-site fire-extinguishing 

equipment, such as dirt, sand, water barrel, garden hose shall be available for immediate utilization.
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l. If an outdoor container is used for burning, it must be constructed of concrete or masonry with a 

completely enclosed combustion chamber and equipped with a permanently attached spark arrester 
constructed of iron, heavy wire mesh, or other noncombustible material with openings not larger than 
one-half inch. 
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m. No fire is permitted within five hundred feet of forest slash.

1
 

 
n. All portable outdoor fireplaces shall be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

2
 

 
o. Portable outdoor fireplaces shall not be operated within 15 feet of a structure or combustible material. 

This particular rule does not apply one- and two-family residences.
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References: 

(1) Northwest Clean Air Agency, Regulation 502.5(b) 
 (2) 2009 International Fire Code, Section 307 
 (3) Washington Administrative Code 173-425-050 


